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Go CAR-AZY with some of the hottest 
race cars on the Grand National stock 
car and Pro Stock drag racing circuits! 
Plus planes and other kits, too! Because 
with each specially marked kit found 
in the store, you'll get a free CAR-AZY 
T-Shirt! Just mail the coupon inside 
the package with $2.00 for shipping 
and handling, and we'll send you the 
T-Shirt free! Or for just $5.95 plus 
$2.00 shipping and handling, buy a 
T-Shirt direct from Monogram. 
Just use the coupon below. 



Please send the T-Shirts checked below @ $5.95 each plus $2.00 
lor shipping and handling per order to 

Name IPlease print clearly) 

Address 



City. 
$ 



.State. 



.Zip. 



.Total Price [Add 6% sales lax on orders sent in Illinois). 



Indicate quantity and sizes in spaces below. T Slims are 100% cotton. 

Adult sizes Small Med Large X-Large 

(32-34) (34-36) (36-38) (38-40) 

Mail to: MAGAZINE T-SHIRT OFFER, MONOGRAM MODELS, INC., 
8601 WAUKEGAN ROAD, M6RT0N GROVE, IL 60053 

Allow 4-6 weeks lor delivery. Make check or money order payable to 
Monogram Models. No cash please. Available in U.S.A. only. 
Void whete prohibited by law. Otter expires April 30, 1985. 
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ONOGRAM 



PLASTIC MQOELKITS 

j © 1984 Monogram Models, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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You control all the ACTION of this exciting 
POWERHOUSE Electric Train Set!! 

And there's plenty of ACTION! 

FEATURES: Your own POWERHOUSE Control Station . . . 
Automatic Cattle Loader . . . Automatic Pipe Loader plus an 
Automatic Switch Track with Switchman . . . 50"x41" Full 
Color Track Layout Platform with exclusive Trak Lok™ design. 

Get this exciting Bachmann POWERHOUSE Train Set and 
enjoy hours of fun!!! 

Available now at your favorite Toy and Hobby Store. 
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y£ BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC. 
1400 EAST ERIE AVENUE 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19124 
"VJT~ &* (215) 533-1600 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

Being a comic book editor is not easy. 
tt might be the most fun job a person can 
have, but it's not easy. Especially 
difficult is informing a book's loyal 
readers that a change in the creative 
team is about to occur. We did that last 
issue. 

Hold onto your seats. We're about to 
do it again. 

This is Gerry Conway's final issue of 
ATARI FORCE. Deadline pressure on his 
other books (FIRESTORM. JUSTICE 
LEAGUE OF AMERICA, and SUN 
DEVILS) simply made the additional 
work needed on ATARI FORCE impossi- 
ble to perform, ft wasn't an easy choice 
for Gerry to make, but something had to 
give, and ATARI FORCE was the one. 
We (and we're sure we speak for all of 
you out there too) have tremendously 
enjoyed Gerry's work on ATARI FORCE. 
It's been at turns hilarious, heartbreak- 
ing, electrifying, and just about every 
other laudatory adjective we can think of. 
His contribution will be missed. 

That's the bad news. And now, on a 
more POSmVE note... 

Beginning next issue, MIKE BARON 
will take over the scripting chores on 
ATARI FORCE. Mike's work is already 
familiar to many of you— he is the 
creator of both NEXUS and THE 
BADGER, two of the most original (read: 
outrageous) comics to come down the 
pike in quite a while. Mike was our first 



choice for permanent writer of ATARI 
FORCE, and with good reason: his work 
has always evidenced a shrewd ability 
to contrast the ridiculous with the 
sublime — his noble characters are con- 
stantly interacting with some of the uni- 
verse's more wacked-out denizens — 
and both are handled believabfy and 
effectively. And when you've got char- 
acters Nke Dart and Martin Champion 
living next door to Pakrat and Babe — 
well... you get the point 

And so did Mike. After reading all the 
back issues of ATAftl FORCE, Mike 
immediately understood why he was 
the writer for the job, and accepted the 
offer. It's a special pleasure for us to 
have Mike on our creative team, 
because we truly believe he has the 
talent and imagination to take the ATARI 
FORCE to even greater heights of glory. 
We've been having some pretty strange 
plot conferences in the past few weeks, 
and you're gonna love seeing the things 
Mike's cooked up. 

Joining Mike is Ed Barreto, whose 
first job appears this issue. We hope 
you're as excited by Ed's work as we are. 
He seems to get better with every page. 
We gave you the rundown on him last 
issue, so we won't repeat ourselves. 
okay? 

Moving along: you may note that 
there's no Pakrat back-up story this 
issue. We've done some last-minute 
story-shifting and dropped in another 
simply adorable Hukka feature by Paul 



Kupperberg, Dave Martak, and Keith 
Giffon. Next time we'll have an untold 
tale of Babe's childhood as told by writer 
Dave Manak (he's pretty muftitalented, 
no?) and Klaus Janson. After that — a 
three part Pakrat story by Andy Heifer 
(ye olde letter col writer/editor), Mike 
Chen, and Joe DelBeato. 

So here's the creative schedule: Mike 
Baron, Ed Barreto, and Ricardo Villagran 
(whaddaya know? He's backl) for the 
next five issues of ATARI FORCE. Alter 
that, Mike vvHI continue writing as Jos6 
Luis Garcia Lopez returns to pick up 
artistic chores once again. 

Finally, it has occurred to us that 
these lengthy editorials/status reports 
tend to eat into valuable letter column 
space. We're sorry that we haven't been 
printing as many letters as we'd like but 
feel very strongly that you readers have 
a right to know what's going on here. 
From the piles of heartfelt correspon- 
dence we get each month, we know you 
all care about the future of ATARI 
FORCE as much as we do, and we 
believe these announcements are 
appreciated. We're all committed to 
making ATARI FORCE better than ever 
before, and we're hoping you 'II continue 
to support us in the future. 

Next issue we'll return to our regular- 
ly scheduled letter column. Until then... 




Dear ATARI FORCE FOLKS, 

This letter is to be filed in the "fanatics 
for Blackjak Supporters" file. I realize 
that I'm in for a couple of surprises in the 
next few months, but as long as 
Blackjak's not out of the comic, you can 
go ahead and surprise the dickens out of 
me. Did you hear that? As long as 
Blackjak's NOT out of the comic, I said. 

I ADORE Blackjakl I love the relation- 
ship between him and Dart. It's uniquel 
It's excitingl It's REAL! There's room in 
this relationship for sparksl Adventure! 
These people can fight and make up, 
lose and find one another, and it will be 
INTERESTING, as opposed to 90% of 
comic book love affairs. They bring out 
the... hidden parts of each other. 

My pre-teen male friends love Black- 
jakl They want to grow up to be like himl 
He's strongl Bravel Clever! Funny! and 
KIND1 

My teenage female friends love 
Blackjakl He's handsome! Outrageous! 
Sexyl Smart! Caring! 



In fairness, I must confess thai we 
also all like all the rest of the ATARI 
FORCE characters, for various reasons 
We also like the stories, art, scripting, 
etc. But this is a Blackjak fan letter. I 
mean, even though part of what makes 
him so wonderful is what he does for 
Dart. And another part is going to be the 
conflicts with Tempest! And Martin 
Championl And Pakrat! And the adven- 
tures they are all going to get into in the 
next hundred years that ATARI FORCE 
is going to be the world's most popular 
comic book, that is. as long as Blackjak 
remains in the book, which. I may 
perhaps have already mentioned, would 
be much appreciated by... 

Sheila Stone/age 25 
ARCATA. CA 

(Gee, er — uh — Susan — we don't quite 
know what to say. Blackjak doesn't 
seem to be much of a — er — ROLE 
MODEL anymore, at least not after all 
that's happened in the last few issues 



He's not even very nice. Kinda pathetic. 
But HEY! He's still in the book, right? 
And you promised to keep on reading, 
right? Should we put you down for a 

subscription?! 

NEXT ISSUE: Mike Baron's first issue 
is a goodie — but after this fssue's 
conclusion, you might be inclined to 
think it would consist of J 6 BLANK 
pages' But noooooo! To say ANYTHtNG 
would spoil SOME wild plot twist, so 
we'll just whet your appetite with the 
title. It's called "LOST IN THE MULTI- 
VERSE." and that's just for starters! 
ALSO: you'll see the newborn BABE" in a 
fanciful pre- ATARI FORCE story il- 
lustrated by Klaus Janson. Stay with us, 
folks — we 're having FUN! 

—Andy Heifer 
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CONTINUED ON ZSS PAGE FQaOWING, 



WRITE RIGHT NOW! 



Write advertiser direct for information. 

For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE., N.Y., N.Y. 10017 
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-ARROWHEADS- 



Types of Many Indian Tribes 
FREE Arrowhead with Catalog $1.00 



Write to: THE ARROWMAKER 

710 Wheeling Avenue 

CAMBRIDGE, OHIO 43725- 



COMIC 
BOOKS 




250,000 in stock, complete Marvel & DC 
Groups from 1935-1983. Also TV. Guides, 
James Bond, U.N. CLE., Doc Savage, 
Mags, Dark Shadows, T.V. Avengers. 
Disney, Movie Items, etc. From 1900-1984. 
We Buy. Q | ANT CATALOG $1.00 

HOWARD D. ROQOf SKY 
P.O. Box 128. Rosedale. ONS.. N.Y. 11422 



PEN PALS 

WORLD WIDE 

Pen pals are fun! Learn about our 
world and peoples. 143 nations 
available. Write for application. 
INTERNATIONAL PENFRIENDS , 
Box 262, Minneola, KS 67865 




Dynamic ri«w ftghrc plan Tan 
any steoa. Saciafaccion 
guaranteed Sand $5 to 3 R 
Salee 91 Hancock St. Q3 
Suita 9 Can-itaridgja MA oai33 



COMIC BOOKS LIST JUST 50c! Comic bags 
$3.00 per 100! Comic Price Guide-New! $7.95 
and please add $1.50 for postage. Phone 
51 8-439-0963 or write: John S. lavarone, 44 
Jefferson Road, Glenmont, NY 12077 




SUPER BODYBUILDING : 

You it Do am3r«l Jl riow fast and ossy It It to I 
build BIG POWERFUL MUSCLES. Sana a sell I 
a tldfesswl. sairipeo envelope Iw EWEE 0ETAI18 . j 

PENDULUM 800YBUUDING CLUB ! 

Oepl 0C|4 Box 246 Brooklyn. NV 11214 j 



SELF 

DEFENSE 

AMERICAN 

STYLE 

DEFEND YOURSELF I 
No tricks. No ginroietta. 
Develop your power and 
muscles and your Inner 
strength. FAST and EASY, 
The AHERICAN HAY! 
We can show you how to 
he a winner. Gain your 
friends' respect. Completion certificate way 
be awarded. SEND your nane and address to 
AMERICO BOX X673 HARSHPIELD, MASS. 02050 for 
FREE information. NO OBLIGATION. This is the 
AMERICAN HAY not oriental. Learn to he strong. 




GOLDEN STATE COMICS 

Send 25*: for comics selling list - 
and FREE protective comic bag. 
.; 4688 Boundary, San: Diego! CA 921 16 
or visit our store' 



GIANT 

Superman 

KITE! 



■Easy to Assemble 
•Over A leet Tall I 
•Ready to Fly in 

Seconds 

only 



JOIN THE G.I. JASON CLUB 



Tii» club for th* taw proud American boy*- R*c*r»* an otrtctel 
charier mtmbtMlihlp cerll IJcata. I.D. card plui a bonua ol 2 authentic 
U.S. Army. Marin* or Air Fore* patch**.. All that* FREE with a 
purchase of any ot th* to4h>wtng: 

Camouflage Pants or Jackets 

Boya.slio 4,8,8,10,12.14. 16.1B .. S13.99 ea/S25.98 set 

n Camoullage T-Shirls 

Boys Size SM-e). M<,B-1U). L(12-14) J5.99 each 

Mens sire S(3f>32). M{34-36), U3&40), XL(42-«) $5 99 each 

Boy s or Man's Camouflage Caps . $4.99 each 

CamouHaga Jogging Shorts 

Boys size 4 lo 16. Men's size XS to XL J5 99 each 

G.I. Camoullage Bells (Boys or Men's) S3. 99 each 

To orttor tend till* ad with check or mon*|r order lo: 

Q.I. JASON CLUB 

903 Troy St.. EJmont. N.Y. 1 1003 



Thousands of Marvels & DCs 
For catalog send 50c to: 

CENT0RC0MIC8 

122 E. 42 St. New York, NY 10168 
A division of Contormodio Inc. 




$2 
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Nylon Super-String $1.49 

Send ci.ici; or Money Order to. 

Skyworks Inc.. po. Bo* eoa 

Wlnohe. 




DC, MARVEL, DELL COMICS SALE. ALL 
BELOW GUIDE; UP TO 50% OFF. BONUS 
OFFERS ON 12Pa. LIST. SEND 354: TO G, 
HEIDEN, 1850 OCEAN AVE. BKLYN, NY 11230 
GUM CARDS STOCKEO — SEND FOR 
SPECIAL UST NOW & SAVE 



THE ORIGINAL'DIAMOND GLOVE" 

Own one of these fantastic "Diamond 
Gloves" for only S16 95 plus $2 00 
postage & handling 'Guaranteed to 
make you feel like a start" Send St 8 95 
to: ' DIAMOND BLOKE". P.O. BOX 
mM' 8u838 < us > ES * S ' NV 891 60 

"' Allow 6-10 wks. for delivery Available 
in Gold. Silver, Red or Blue 



COLLECTOR'S ITEM 

Future Energy Source 

OIL SHALE ROCK-J5.00 Postage Paid 
Rt. 2, Box 13, Hustonvllla, Ky. 40437 



COMIC GRAB BAGS 

100DIF. MARVEL- $26.00, 100 DIF. DC- 

$25.00, 100 DIF. MIXED PUBS. -421.60, 

VG-MINT. INC. POSTAGE - WHOLESALE 

CAT. $1.00, 100 PG. RETAIL CAT. $3.00. 

PASSAIC BOOK CTR 

594 MAIN AVE. - DEPT. B 

PASSAIC, N.J. 07055 




says: 

"If you cant JL 
send you, >p 

send money." 



American 
Red Cross 



ATTENTION VIRGINIA 

If you are traveling this summer 

come see us at 

DAVE'S COMICS 

VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER 

701 9E THREE CHOPT ROAD 

RICHMOND, VA. 23226 

(804)282-1211 

You won't be sorry. 



GREATEST FUN CATALOG ON EARTH 

Novelties, Mindreading. Escapes, Jokes. Magic, venlrikjquism. Puzrles 
and More. Free Trick With Every Order Send 25c Today For Your Catalog 

HOLIDAY OF MAGIC 

P.O. BOX 4527 

SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20904 
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LEARN THE RIGHT WAYII 

• ORIENTAL SECRETS! 

I •TRICKS OF KUNO-FUI 

BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS 

| — CERTIFICATE AWARDED- 

HOME STUDY COURSE 
J FIFE C*!*r Irirksrt— Sari 1U ill 
I HUtl JtHSOL. 101 1127 lf.fi. 08 

i—tni. in iwn inn 



! COLLECTORS: Problems F indino Thai 
Special Comic? We have Thousands Of 
Comics Competitively Priced. For List 
Send 75c (Refundable With 1st Order) 
To: K8.R COMICS 1388 Thomas Place, 
Dubuaue lows 52001 



3 MIL COMIC BAGS 

JJ9 $5.25 per 100 bags ^fT 

|rr . include :25c lor catalog T^ljj 

EMPIRE COMICS 

S72 Stone Roady Rochester, N.Y. 14616 
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Write advertiser direct for information. 

For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE, N.Y., NY. 10017 




JUSTICE LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

VS 

THE AVENGERS 

THE DEATH OF A DREAM 

BY DICK GIORDANO 

PART I: TRUTH OR 
CONSEQUENCES 

If you've read Marvel Age #19, Oct., 
you'll know what this column is about. 
It you haven't read it, I suggest you try 
to get a copy and read, in particular. 
Marvel's version of the events behind 
the JLA/Avengers team-up 
controversy. 

One dictionary definition holds that 
truth is: "Conformity to fact or reality." 
Let's explore the truth* revealed, and, 
more telling, the truths not revealed, in 
the Morvel Age report. 

First, I am mildly curious as to why 
no one is willing to take credit for 
writing the Marvel Age article. It is the 
only non-Marvel news piece in the 
magazine that does not carry a byline. 
You' 11 notice my byline at the top of this 
column, so at least you'll know who is 
responsible for all that is printed here. 

I' am a bit more curious as to why 
Morvef's writer (whoever he/she was) 
quoted so liberally from my letter of 
May 26th to Jim Shooter without 
including the portion containing an 
apology and an assessment of the 
realities of producing this book: 

"The motivation for the events was 
weak I agreed with you and we set 
about to fix the plot. When we thought 
we had it de-bugged, Len called you 
with an outline of the changes, to 
which you responded positively, 
saying you felt the changes would 
work. Len reported, that conversation 
to me with the regiiest from you that a 
new written plot be submitted. I 
thouqht this request to be logical but 
largely a formality and ordered 
Georqe Perez to start drawing before 
the new plot was typed. In doing so, I 
had no intention of ignoring your 
wishes. I understood your 
conversation with Len to be a tacit 
approval of our modifications and 
desired only to keep the project 
moving. I have since apologized to you 
lor this seeming breach of protocol and 



trust that this unintentional mistake is 
not one of the reasons for your 
rejection. 

Yes, there still remain some 
questions left unanswered in the plot, 
but no more or less than are left 
unanswered in most plots. More often 
than not, these questions are resolved 
while the work is in progress, and I'm 
sure that you'll agree the levels of skill 
possessed by George Perez, Roy 
Thomas, Len Wein, and myself are 
sufficient to resolve these plot "holes" 
to everyone's satisfaction, and I would 
surely submit the material in its 
subsequent more finished stages and 
welcome your input at that time." 

[And at the conclusion of that same 
letter:] M The storyline makes sense to 
me and everyone else here and our 
contract stipulates that "Marvel and 
DC shall jointly agree on mutually 



mutual cooperation, move forward, 
quickly. I hoped that by so doing we 
could dispel the perceptions, common 
at the time, that JLA/AVENGERS was 
becoming a political football rather 
than a long-awaited comic. 

Jim Shooter responded with a list of 
his specific problems with the script. It 
took him twenty or so days to produce 
C O tr >e list ... not a very long time, 

given the work load of the editor-in- 
chief of the country's largest comic 
book publisher. Immediately upon 
receipt of Jim's list, I forwarded copies 
of it, all the versions of the plots written 
to that date, and George Perez's twenty 
pages of pencils, to Roy Thomas in 
California. I gave him a week to digest 
the material (Roy was slated to write 
only the dialogue and was not directly 
involved in the plot up until that time), 
then after several phone calls between 
Roy and mysell to discuss the plot's 
specific needs and Jim's objections, 
Roy rewrote the plot. He delivered the 
completed draft to our offices on July 
28th. It took Roy little more than a 
month to complete and deliver this 
final (fourth all told!) version of the 
script. Not a long time, either ... given 
the circumstances. 

This is where the real problem 
began. The events from this time 
forward are the basis for the 
complaints registered by, and here I 
quote from the Marvel Age article, 
"people connected with the project" in 
"interviews for various fanzines that 
give the misimpression that Marvel is 
responsible for deliberately delaying 
the project." Remember, Roy Thomas 
was one of those so interviewed and he 
wasn't directly involved in the project 
until well after the delays and 



acceptable modifications," and I can 

hardly agree with your modifications if I problems caused by my errors. It is 

I don't know what they are. I also relevant to note that Roy and all 

Perhaps we should just put this back c who gave those interviews agreed in 

in the hands of Mark and Len and l print that I committed errors in 

George and Roy and trust that these f judgment in the early going. It was the 

seasoned pros, three of whom have ; later events that caused their ire. and 

worked well tor both companies, won't 8 it is those later events that the Marvel 



embarrass themselves or DC and 
Marvel Whichever way you choose toj 
go, I respectfully request that you 
respond as quickly as possible. 
T1MES-A-WASTIN! 

Warmest Personal Regards, 

Dick Giordano 

Vice President-Executive Editor" 



Little matter that the quotes from that 
letter, chosen by Marvel, did not 
accurately reflect my intent in writing 
it; little matter that the first two pages of 
their story contain numerous 
inaccuracies and distortions; little 
matter I am portrayed as having no 
interest in the quality ol the plot rather 
than as the person whosuggested that 
the best way to quality was to trust a 
creative team who individually had 
made commitment to quality in all that 
they had previously undertaken. 
Working together, they could do no 
less. What does matter is that I 
accepted the responsibility for all the 
mistakes made up to that time, 
apologized for them, and urged that we 
put aside the past and. in a show of 



Age article ignores or glosses over, and 
it is 'hose later events that I wish to 
detail now 

On July 28th, a copy of Roy's plot 
was hand-delivered to Marvel. A 
second copy was delivered to George 
Perez during the next week. No word 
was received from anyone at Marvel, 
not even an acknowledgment of its 
receipt. Since both companies were 
planning to attend the San Diego 
convention in force on August 4th, I 
payed no particular note to the lack of 
communication. We were busy getting 
everything done so we could go to San 
Diego (and beyondt), and I presumed 
Marvel was too. When we all reached 
San Diego, I approached Jim and 
asked if he had read the script. He said 
he hadn't, but that he had it with him 
and would try to read it while he was 
there. I pointed out to him that it would 
be advantageous if he did so, since we 
had a rare opportunity during thai 
four-day weekend convention. 

To be concluded in next Meanwhile... 
column. 
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that's what people will be saying after YOU 
introduce them to GRIT for the first time. 



HERE'S YOUR BIG CHANCE TO: 

Earn extra spending money 

Earn great prizes 

Gain practical business experience 
START A 
BUSINESS fii'i oin nnrf tinii %;* r n „i„>„ hi S'ii k^w<.,>,' Tr.im, ■ 

GRIT PUBLISHING CO., Williamsport, PA 17701 

Please send me nil the del ails and copies 

Each week to start my own GRtT route WO 104 



OF YOUR 
|\ OWN. 



- For more details 
: mail attached 

coupon TODAY. 
j HURRY! 
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■PRINl. 

Name 



In Care of 
Address ... 

Town 

Age Date of Birth 

□ Male 

□ Femole 

Signoture of Parent 
or Guardian 



State Zip 





Please Pr 


Month Do 
nt Your Lnsi Name 


V 
lainl 


Yenr 
■ Below 



























ON SALE m&HT NOW.'! 

TWO FABULOUS FIRST ISSUBSO? TWO ?mVM\C4>/$$UBMWhSBt!B$! 




5UPER 




They're the most awesome heroes 
fighting the most despicable villains 
in a universal struggle for power. 
And they're yours in this incredible 
collection of twelve action figures. 
Just squeeze 'em. Each has its own 
power action. Superman punches. 
Brainiac kicks. The Flash runs. Get 
them together and you trigger the 
endless battle of the Super Powers 
Collection. Who wins? Who loses? 
You decide! 



Hawkman 



Figures I 
range in size 

from 
3 .9" to 5.2" 



Wonder 
The Joker® Woman® 



Aquaman" 





BUILD THE WORLD'S MOST 
ADVANCED DEFENSE SYSTEM. 



You've built the deadliest aircraft. The 
most awesome tanks. And the mightiest 
warships. Now, maybe, you're ready for 
Robotech Forcer Super-powered robots 
equipped with radar-directed, rapid fire 
lasers. And powerful computerized brains, 



programmed to seek and destroy all ene- 
mies. So protect the world from attack. Put 
yourself in command of the most awesome 
defense system that the 
world has ever known. 
Robotech Force:" 
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